
F I R S T  C O V E N A N T  C H U R C H  -  R I V E R  F A L L S
w w w . r f c o v . o r g

G O  D E E P E R
u s e  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  

S h a r e  w i t h  t h e  G r o u p
     W h o  d i d  y o u  w a n t  t o  b e  w h e n  y o u  g r e w  u p ?  W h a t  h e r o e s  o r
p u b l i c  f i g u r e s  c a p t u r e d  y o u r  i m a g i n a t i o n ?  W h y ?
     H o w  d o  t h e  p e o p l e  w e  l o o k  u p  t o  a n d  a d m i r e  i n f l u e n c e  h o w
w e  u n d e r s t a n d  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  h o w  w e  l i v e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ?  
     
R e a d  J a m e s  3 : 1 3 - 1 8
     W h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  t o  y o u ?  W h a t  d o  y o u  o b s e r v e ?   
     W h a t  t h e m e s ,  p a t t e r n s ,  c o n t r a s t s ,  &  r e p e t i t i o n  d o  y o u  s e e ?
     W h a t  q u e s t i o n s  a r i s e  f r o m  t h e  t e x t ?
     Tr y  s t a t i n g  t h e  m a i n  p o i n t  i n  o n e  s e n t e n c e .

Z e a l  a n d  A m b i t i o n   
    J a m e s  p i n p o i n t s  Z e a l  a n d  A m b i t i o n  a s  t w o  a t t r i b u t e s  o f
f a l s e  w i s d o m .  P a s t o r  A d a m  t a l k e d  a b o u t  h o w  t h e s e  t e r m s  c a n
b e s t  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  i n  t h e i r  F i r s t  C e n t u r y  c o n t e x t ,  b u t  i f  y o u
h a d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e m  o r  i d e n t i f y  t h e m  i n  t o d a y ’ s  c u l t u r e  h o w
w o u l d  y o u  d o  s o ?  W h a t  i s  w r o n g  w i t h  t h e m ?  W h y  d o  t h e y
a p p e a r  t o  b e  w i s e ?  W h y  a r e n ’ t  t h e y ?  

A t t r i b u t e s  o f  Tr u e  W i s d o m
     J a m e s  n a m e s  7  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  t r u e  w i s d o m  i n  v e r s e  1 7 .  G o
t h r o u g h  e a c h  o n e  a n d  e x p l o r e  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  a n d  w h a t  i t
p r a c t i a l l y  l o o k s  l i k e  w h e n  l i v e d  o u t .  

T h e  R o l e  o f  P e a c e
     J a m e s  p u l l s  i n  t h e  O l d  Te s t a m e n t  i d e a  o f  S h a l o m  ( p e a c e )  i n
h i s  t e a c h i n g  o n  w i s d o m .  W h a t  i s  S h a l o m ?  W h a t  i s  t h e
c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  a n d  p e a c e ?  W h a t ’ s  t h e
c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  w i s d o m  a n d  p e a c e ?  H o w  i s  b e i n g
p e a c e a b l e  c o u n t e r c u l t u r a l ?  H o w  d o e s  J e s u s  m o d e l  p e a c e ?  

L i v e  I t
   W h a t  i s  o n e  p r a c t i c a l  s t e p  y o u  c a n  t a k e  i n  a p p l y i n g  J a m e s
3 : 1 3 - 1 8  i n  y o u r  l i f e  t h i s  w e e k ?  B e  a s  s p e c i f i c  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

F I R S T  C O V E N A N T  C H U R C H  -  R I V E R  F A L L S
w w w . r f c o v . o r g

G O  D E E P E R
u s e  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  

S h a r e  w i t h  t h e  G r o u p
     W h o  d i d  y o u  w a n t  t o  b e  w h e n  y o u  g r e w  u p ?  W h a t  h e r o e s  o r
p u b l i c  f i g u r e s  c a p t u r e d  y o u r  i m a g i n a t i o n ?  W h y ?
     H o w  d o  t h e  p e o p l e  w e  l o o k  u p  t o  a n d  a d m i r e  i n f l u e n c e  h o w
w e  u n d e r s t a n d  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  h o w  w e  l i v e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ?  
     
R e a d  J a m e s  3 : 1 3 - 1 8
     W h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  t o  y o u ?  W h a t  d o  y o u  o b s e r v e ?   
     W h a t  t h e m e s ,  p a t t e r n s ,  c o n t r a s t s ,  &  r e p e t i t i o n  d o  y o u  s e e ?
     W h a t  q u e s t i o n s  a r i s e  f r o m  t h e  t e x t ?
     Tr y  s t a t i n g  t h e  m a i n  p o i n t  i n  o n e  s e n t e n c e .

Z e a l  a n d  A m b i t i o n   
    J a m e s  p i n p o i n t s  Z e a l  a n d  A m b i t i o n  a s  t w o  a t t r i b u t e s  o f
f a l s e  w i s d o m .  P a s t o r  A d a m  t a l k e d  a b o u t  h o w  t h e s e  t e r m s  c a n
b e s t  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  i n  t h e i r  F i r s t  C e n t u r y  c o n t e x t ,  b u t  i f  y o u
h a d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e m  o r  i d e n t i f y  t h e m  i n  t o d a y ’ s  c u l t u r e  h o w
w o u l d  y o u  d o  s o ?  W h a t  i s  w r o n g  w i t h  t h e m ?  W h y  d o  t h e y
a p p e a r  t o  b e  w i s e ?  W h y  a r e n ’ t  t h e y ?  

A t t r i b u t e s  o f  Tr u e  W i s d o m
     J a m e s  n a m e s  7  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  t r u e  w i s d o m  i n  v e r s e  1 7 .  G o
t h r o u g h  e a c h  o n e  a n d  e x p l o r e  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  a n d  w h a t  i t
p r a c t i a l l y  l o o k s  l i k e  w h e n  l i v e d  o u t .  

T h e  R o l e  o f  P e a c e
     J a m e s  p u l l s  i n  t h e  O l d  Te s t a m e n t  i d e a  o f  S h a l o m  ( p e a c e )  i n
h i s  t e a c h i n g  o n  w i s d o m .  W h a t  i s  S h a l o m ?  W h a t  i s  t h e
c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  a n d  p e a c e ?  W h a t ’ s  t h e
c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  w i s d o m  a n d  p e a c e ?  H o w  i s  b e i n g
p e a c e a b l e  c o u n t e r c u l t u r a l ?  H o w  d o e s  J e s u s  m o d e l  p e a c e ?  

L i v e  I t
   W h a t  i s  o n e  p r a c t i c a l  s t e p  y o u  c a n  t a k e  i n  a p p l y i n g  J a m e s
3 : 1 3 - 1 8  i n  y o u r  l i f e  t h i s  w e e k ?  B e  a s  s p e c i f i c  a s  p o s s i b l e .  


	GO DEEPER
	use these questions for further study
	Share with the Group
	Who did you want to be when you grew up? What heroes or public figures captured your imagination? Why?
	How do the people we look up to and admire influence how we understand ourselves and how we live in the world?

	Read James 3:13-18
	What stands out to you? What do you observe?
	What themes, patterns, contrasts, & repetition do you see?
	What questions arise from the text?
	Try stating the main point in one sentence.

	Zeal and Ambition
	James pinpoints Zeal and Ambition as two attributes of false wisdom. Pastor Adam talked about how these terms can best be understood in their First Century context, but if you had to explain them or identify them in today’s culture how would you do so? What is wrong with them? Why do they appear to be wise? Why aren’t they?

	Attributes of True Wisdom
	James names 7 attributes of true wisdom in verse 17. Go through each one and explore what it means and what it practially looks like when lived out.

	The Role of Peace
	James pulls in the Old Testament idea of Shalom (peace) in his teaching on wisdom. What is Shalom? What is the connection between righteousness and peace? What’s the connection between wisdom and peace? How is being peaceable countercultural? How does Jesus model peace?

	Live It
	What is one practical step you can take in applying James 3:13-18 in your life this week? Be as specific as possible.
	www.rfcov.org
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