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F I R S T  C O V E N A N T  C H U R C H  -  R I V E R  F A L L S
w w w . r f c o v . o r g

G O  D E E P E R
u s e  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  

S h a r e  w i t h  t h e  G r o u p
     H a s  t h e r e  e v e r  b e e n  a  t i m e  w h e n  y o u  t h o u g h t  y o u  w e r e
d o i n g  t h i n g s  r i g h t ,  b u t  t h e n  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  m a y b e  y o u  w e r e n ’ t ?
O r ,  l i k e  t h e  g u y  i n  t h e  v i d e o ,  s t a r t e d  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  m a y b e  y o u
w e r e  o n  t h e  w r o n g  t e a m  o r  w r o n g  s i d e ?  

W h y  d o  w e  t e n d  t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  w e ’ r e  o n  t h e  g o o d  s i d e ?  
W h y  i s  i t  s o  h a r d  t o  a d m i t  w e  m i g h t  b e  w r o n g ?   
     
R e a d  J a m e s  4 : 1 - 1 0
     W h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  t o  y o u ?  W h a t  d o  y o u  o b s e r v e ?   
     W h a t  t h e m e s ,  p a t t e r n s ,  c o n t r a s t s ,  &  r e p e t i t i o n  d o  y o u  s e e ?
     W h a t  q u e s t i o n s  a r i s e  f r o m  t h e  t e x t ?
     Tr y  s t a t i n g  t h e  m a i n  p o i n t  i n  o n e  s e n t e n c e .

T h e  R o o t  C a u s e  o f  F i g h t i n g   
    W h a t  d o e s  J a m e s  i d e n t i f y  a s  t h e  r o o t  c a u s e  o f  c o n f l i c t ?  
    W h e r e  d o  y o u  s e e  t h i s  p l a y i n g  o u t  i n  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ?
    W h e r e  d o  y o u  s e e  t h i s  d y n a m i c  i n  s o c i e t y  o r  t h e  w o r l d ?  
    W h y  a r e  w e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  a d m i t  t h i s  r e a l i t y ?

L e a r n i g  t o  A s k
     C o n s i d e r  w h a t  J a m e s  s a y s  i n  v s  2 b - 3  a b o u t  a s k i n g .  W h a t
t r u t h s  i s  h e  r e v e a l i n g ?  H o w  d o  t h e y  a p p l y  i n  o u r  l i v e s ?   

F r i e n d s h i p  a n d  A d u l t e r y
     W h y  d o e s  J a m e s  u s e  a d u l t e r y  l a n g u a g e ?  W h e r e  e l s e  i s  t h i s
u s e d  i n  t h e  B i b l e ?  W h a t ’ s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e ?  
    W h y  c a n ’ t  w e  b e  f r i e n d s  w i t h  G o d  a n d  t h e  w o r l d ?  
    P r a c t i c a l l y ,  w h a t  d o e s  t h i s  m e a n ?  

T h e  P a t h  o f  G r a c e
   I n  v s  7 - 1 0  J a m e s  l a y s  o u t  a  p a t h  f o r  u s  t o  t a k e .  C o n s i d e r
e a c h  c o m m a n d  h e  g i v e s  a n d  a n s w e r  w h y  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  a t
l e a s t  o n e  s p e c i f i c  w a y  y o u  c a n  l i v e  i t  o u t  t h i s  w e e k .  
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	SERMON NOTES
	SERMON NOTES
	GO DEEPER
	use these questions for further study
	Share with the Group
	Has there ever been a time when you thought you were doing things right, but then realized that maybe you weren’t? Or, like the guy in the video, started to suspect that maybe you were on the wrong team or wrong side?
	Why do we tend to assume that we’re on the good side?
	Why is it so hard to admit we might be wrong?

	Read James 4:1-10
	What stands out to you? What do you observe?
	What themes, patterns, contrasts, & repetition do you see?
	What questions arise from the text?
	Try stating the main point in one sentence.

	The Root Cause of Fighting
	What does James identify as the root cause of conflict?
	Where do you see this playing out in personal relationships?
	Where do you see this dynamic in society or the world?
	Why are we reluctant to admit this reality?

	Learnig to Ask
	Consider what James says in vs 2b-3 about asking. What truths is he revealing? How do they apply in our lives?

	Friendship and Adultery
	Why does James use adultery language? Where else is this used in the Bible? What’s the significance?
	Why can’t we be friends with God and the world?
	Practically, what does this mean?

	The Path of Grace
	In vs 7-10 James lays out a path for us to take. Consider each command he gives and answer why it is important and at least one specific way you can live it out this week.
	www.rfcov.org
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