
F I R S T  C O V E N A N T  C H U R C H  -  R I V E R  F A L L S
w w w . r f c o v . o r g

G O  D E E P E R
u s e  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  

S h a r e  w i t h  t h e  G r o u p
     W h a t  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  n e w  y o u  l e a r n e d  f r o m  P a s t o r  A d a m ’ s
s e r m o n  t h i s  w e e k ?  W a s  a n y t h i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c h a l l e n g i n g ,
s u r p r i s i n g ,  o r  e s p e c i a l l y  e n c o u r a g i n g ?  W h y ?

G n o s t i c i s m  R e c a p
     G n o s t i c i s m  h a s  a  l o w  v i e w  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  w o r l d ,  s e e i n g
b o d i e s  a n d  m a t t e r  a s  a  p r o b l e m  w e  n e e d  t o  b e  s a v e d  f r o m .
G n o s t i c s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h u m a n s  a r e  i m m o r t a l  s o u l s  t r a p p e d  i n
b o d i e s ,  t h a t  s a l v a t i o n  m e a n s  b e i n g  f r e e  f r o m  e m b o d i e d  l i f e
a n d  b e c o m i n g  a  s p i r i t ,  a n d  t h a t  s a l v a t i o n  i s  g a i n e d  t h r o u g h
k n o w l e d g e  ( o f t e n  s e c r e t  k n o w l e d g e ) .  
     W h a t  a b o u t  g n o s t i c i s m  i s  t e m p t i n g  t o  a c c e p t ?  W h y ?
     A r e  t h e r e  a n y  g n o s t i c - l i k e  b e l i e f s  y o u  h a v e  i n t e r n a l i z e d ?
     W h e r e  d o  y o u  s e e  s a l v a t i o n - b y - k n o w l e d g e  i n  t h e  C h u r c h
     t o d a y ?  W h e r e  d o  y o u  s e e  c o n s p i r a t o r i a l  t h i n k i n g ?  W h a t  
     a b o u t  a  l o w  v i e w  o f  b o d i e s  a n d  m a t t e r ?  

R e a d  G e n  1 : 3 1  |  P s  1 0 4  |  M t t  5 : 2 5 - 2 6  |  R m  1 : 2 0  |  1 T i m  4 : 1 - 4
     W h a t  d o  t h e s e  v e r s e s  t e a c h  u s  a b o u t  t h e  p h y s i c a l  w o r l d ?
     W h y  d o e s  i t  m a t t e r ?
R e a d  J n  1 : 1 4  |  1 J n  1 J n  1 : 1  |  2 J n  7  |  G a l  4 : 4 - 5  |  C o l  2 : 9  
     W h a t  d o e s  t h e  i n c a r n a t i o n  t e a c h  u s  a b o u t  p h y s i c a l  r e a l i t y ?
     W h y  d o e s  i t  m a t t e r ?  
R e a d  L u k e  2 4 : 3 4 - 4 3  |  P h i l  3 : 2 1  |  1 C o r  1 5 : 1 2 - 2 2
     W h y  d o e s  i t  m a t t e r  t h a t  J e s u s  h a s  a  p h y s i c a l  r e s u r r e c t e d  
     b o d y ?  W h y  d o e s  i t  m a t t e r  t h a t  w e  w i l l  t o o ?  
R e a d  I s a i a h  6 5 : 1 7 - 2 5  &  6 6 : 2 2 - 2 3  |  R e v e l a t i o n  2 1  |  R m  8 : 1 9 - 2 3
     W h a t  d o  t h e s e  p a s s a g e s  t e a c h  u s  a b o u t  p h y s i c a l  r e a l i t y  
     b o t h  n o w  a n d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ?  
R e a d  R m  1 2 : 1 - 2  |  1 C o r  6 : 9 - 2 0 & 1 0 : 3 1  |  1 T i m  2 : 8  |  1 C o r  1 1 : 2 3 - 2 6
     H o w  s h o u l d  w e  u s e  o u r  b o d i e s  a n d  w h y ?  
C o n s i d e r  I t  -  L i v i n g  O u t  C h r i s t i a n  T h e o l o g y
     W h a t  d o e s  i t  m e a n  t o  p r a c t i c a l l y  l i v e  o u t  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s
o f  C h r i s t i a n  t h e o l o g y  t h a t  s a l v a t i o n  i s  i n  a  p e r s o n ,  n o t
k n o w l e d g e ;  a n d  t h a t  b o d i e s / m a t t e r  a r e  m a d e  g o o d ,  a r e
r e d e e m e d  b y  t h e  i n c a r n a t e  G o d ,  a n d  a r e  h e a d e d  t o  e t e r n i t y ?  
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	GO DEEPER use these questions for further study
	Share with the Group      What was something new you learned from Pastor Adam’s sermon this week? Was anything particularly challenging, surprising, or especially encouraging? Why?
	Gnosticism Recap      Gnosticism has a low view of the physical world, seeing bodies and matter as a problem we need to be saved from. Gnostics believe that humans are immortal souls trapped in bodies, that salvation means being free from embodied life and becoming a spirit, and that salvation is gained through knowledge (often secret knowledge).       What about gnosticism is tempting to accept? Why?      Are there any gnostic-like beliefs you have internalized?      Where do you see salvation-by-knowledge in the Church      today? Where do you see conspiratorial thinking? What       about a low view of bodies and matter?
	Read Gen 1:31 | Ps 104 | Mtt 5:25-26 | Rm 1:20 | 1Tim 4:1-4      What do these verses teach us about the physical world?      Why does it matter? Read Jn 1:14 | 1Jn 1Jn 1:1 | 2Jn 7 | Gal 4:4-5 | Col 2:9       What does the incarnation teach us about physical reality?      Why does it matter?  Read Luke 24:34-43 | Phil 3:21 | 1Cor 15:12-22      Why does it matter that Jesus has a physical resurrected       body? Why does it matter that we will too?  Read Isaiah 65:17-25 & 66:22-23 | Revelation 21 | Rm 8:19-23      What do these passages teach us about physical reality       both now and in the future?  Read Rm 12:1-2 | 1Cor 6:9-20&10:31 | 1Tim 2:8 | 1Cor 11:23-26      How should we use our bodies and why?  Consider It - Living Out Christian Theology      What does it mean to practically live out the implications of Christian theology that salvation is in a person, not knowledge; and that bodies/matter are made good, are redeemed by the incarnate God, and are headed to eternity?
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