
F I R S T  C O V E N A N T  C H U R C H  -  R I V E R  F A L L S
w w w . r f c o v . o r g

G O  D E E P E R
u s e  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  

S h a r e  w i t h  t h e  G r o u p  
     D e f i n e  o r t h o d o x y ,  h e t e r o d o x y ,  a n d  h e r e s y  i n  y o u r  o w n
w o r d s .  Tr y  t o  g i v e  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  e a c h  o f  t h e m  i n  C h r i s t i a n i t y .
     W h y  i s  i t  i m p o r t a n t  t o  s t u d y  a n d  t a l k  a b o u t  h e t e r o d o x
b e l i e f s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  d e c l a r e d  h e r e t i c a l ?  
     W h a t  w a s  s o m e t i n g  n e w  y o u  l e a r n e d  f r o m  P a s t o r  A d a m ’ s
s e r m o n  t h i s  w e e k ?  W a s  a n y t h i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c h a l l e n g i n g  o r
e s p e c i a l l y  e n c o u r a g i n g ?  W h y ?  

R e a d  C o l o s s i a n s  2 : 1 3 - 2 0
     W h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  t o  y o u  f r o m  t h i s  t e x t ?  W h a t  d o  y o u  s e e ?
     W h a t  q u e s t i o n s  d o e s  t h i s  t e x t  r a i s e  f o r  y o u ?  
     W h a t  d o e s  t h i s  t e x t  t e a c h  u s  a b o u t  J e s u s ?  

Ta l k  A b o u t  I t  -  E b i o n i t i s m
     T h e  c o r e  p r o b l e m  w i t h  E b i o n i t i s m  w a s  i t s  c h r i s t o l o g y  ( h o w
t h e y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  p e r s o n ,  n a t u r e ,  a n d  w o r k  o f  C h r i s t ) .
B e c a s u e  o f  a  h e t e r o d o x  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  O l d  Te s t a m e n t  w h i c h
c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  l e v i t i c a l  s y s t e m  o f  Te m p l e  a n d  s a c r i f i c e  w a s
e v i l ,  t h e  E b i o n i t e s  d e n i e d  t h a t  J e s u s  w a s  d i v i n e ,  w a s  a n
a t o n i n g  s a c r i f i c e ,  a n d  i s  n o w  s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  H i g h  P r i e s t  i n  t h e
H e a v e n l y  Ta b e r n a c l e .  T h e y  s a i d  J e s u s  w a s  j u s t  a n
e l e v a t e d / e x a l t e d  h u m a n ,  j u s t  a  m o r a l  t e a c h e r  &  e x a m p l e ,  a n d
t h a t  h e  w a s  c o r r e c t i n g  a  c o r r u p t e d  O l d  Te s t a m e n t .  

     H o w  w o u l d  y o u  r e f u t e  t h e s e  c l a i m s  u s i n g  s c r i p t u r e ?  
     W h a t  d o e s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  E b i o n i t i s m  t e a c h  u s  a b o u t  h o w  w e
e n g a g e  t h e  O l d  Te s t a m e n t  a s  C h r i s t i a n s ?
     W h e r e  d o  y o u  s e e  m o d e r n  p e o p l e  ( b o t h  C h r i s t i a n  a n d  n o n -
C h r i s t i a n )  f a l l i n g  i n t o  t h e s e  s a m e  l i e s ?   
     H o w  d o  w e  a s  a  c h u r c h  f a m i l y  e n s u r e  t h a t  w e  m a i n t a i n
o r t h o d o x y  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  a n d  c o n t i n u e  p a s s i n g  t h e  t r u e  f a i t h  t o
f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  w h i l e  r a i s i n g  u p  “ r e l i a b l e  p e o p l e ”  ( 2 T i m
2 : 2 )  w h o  c a n  t e a c h  i t  t o  o t h e r s ?

C l o s e  i n  P r a y e r
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	GO DEEPER use these questions for further study
	Share with the Group       Define orthodoxy, heterodoxy, and heresy in your own words. Try to give an example of each of them in Christianity.      Why is it important to study and talk about heterodox beliefs which have been declared heretical?       What was someting new you learned from Pastor Adam’s sermon this week? Was anything particularly challenging or especially encouraging? Why?
	Read Colossians 2:13-20      What stands out to you from this text? What do you see?      What questions does this text raise for you?       What does this text teach us about Jesus?
	Talk About It - Ebionitism      The core problem with Ebionitism was its christology (how they understood the person, nature, and work of Christ). Becasue of a heterodox reading of the Old Testament which claimed that the levitical system of Temple and sacrifice was evil, the Ebionites denied that Jesus was divine, was an atoning sacrifice, and is now serving as the High Priest in the Heavenly Tabernacle. They said Jesus was just an elevated/exalted human, just a moral teacher & example, and that he was correcting a corrupted Old Testament.
	How would you refute these claims using scripture?       What does the story of Ebionitism teach us about how we engage the Old Testament as Christians?      Where do you see modern people (both Christian and non-Christian) falling into these same lies?        How do we as a church family ensure that we maintain orthodoxy in these areas and continue passing the true faith to future generations while raising up “reliable people” (2Tim 2:2) who can teach it to others?
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