Go Deeper . . .
Use these questions for further study individually or in a small group
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Read John 11:1-44
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Read the text slowly, possibly 2 or 3 times. As you read pay close attention to the
words and actions of Jesus. Try to engage your imagination and picture what it
would be like to be present as the story unfolds.
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What stands out to you most from this story? Why?
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How does Jesus embody the tension of the Now-but-Not-Yet reality of
the Kingdom of God?
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How does Jesus model the biblical path of responding to hard realities?
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Why is it significant that Jesus weeps over Lazarus?
Why do you think Jesus allowed himself to grieve in this way?
What does this teach us about God?
How does this make you feel?
Does God have an invitation for you in this?
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Think back to a time of pain, loss, or disillusionment in your life. How do
you think Jesus responded to that event? What makes you think that?
Is this an area where you would benefit from spending time in
prayer or meeting with a pastor or mentor?
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How should the story of Jesus and Lazarus shape how we respond to the
hard realities of life?
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How do we as individuals and as a community embody the hope of the
resurrection to the world while also making space for its pain?
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