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Go Deeper...

Use these questions for further study individually or in a small group

Amos 5:21-6:14

1. What is your reaction when you hear God’s words in verses 21-23 about his
rejection of and contempt for the worship of Israel? Do you think the people
of Israel were conscious of the fact that their worship was empty?

2. Amos teaches us that religiosity makes a mockery of true religion and that
God cares about the second more than the first. Religiosity can be under-
stood as feelings of devotion and belief. Read James 1:22-27 and 2:12-19.

Based on the passages, how would you distinguish or define
religiosity vs true religion?

Why does “belief” or “worship” alone not suffice?

Does the insistence in Amos and James on action (deeds/justice) run
counter to our understanding of salvation by grace? Why or why not?

3. First Covenant is part of the Evangelical Covenant Church, a denomination
committed to seeking justice and doing righteousness. Go to the ECC Love
Mercy Do Justice website: covchurch.org/what-we-do/mercy-justice/

Choose one topic from the LMDJ website you want to learn more about
and use the resources on the site (or the ones below) to learn more
about an area of justice to which God may be inviting you. Then identify

practical steps for how you can engage in doing righteousness and justice
in this area.

Additional Resources:

Social Justice Handbook: small steps for a better world by Mae Elise Cannon
Everyday Justice: the global impact of our daily choices by Julie Clawson
The Hole in Our Gospel by Richard Stearns

Welcoming Justice by Charles Marsh & John Perkins
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