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Go Deeper...

Use these questions for further study individually or in a small group

Read Amos 1:3-2:16

God speaks to Israel about the surrounding nations in a way that riles up the
people of Israel into a sort of self-righteous fervor only to then expose their
own hypocrisy and rebellion. Why is it easier for us to see the sins of other
nations than the sins of our own? In what ways do we do this as a nation? In
what ways do we do this as a Church? What lesson should we take from
Amos about granting ourselves special status or thinking God will not judge
us?

The rebellions of the nations include: slavery, human trafficking, imperialism,
desecration of the dead, war crimes, and overzealousness toward battle. Are
these still issues in our world today? Where do you see them? If Amos were
prophesying in the 21st Century how might he give voice to these rebellious
sins?

God reserves his harshest words and judgment for his own covenant people.
Why is this? What are the implications for us as the Church?

The rebellions of Israel include: human trafficking and slavery, disregard for
the poor, perversions of the justice system against the marginalized and dis-
possessed, the sexual abuse of minors and vulnerable people, the ruthless
treatment of those in debt, and the cavalier excesses of those with wealth.
How are these things acts of rebellion against God? Where do you see these
issues in our churches and society at large today? (Be specific)

What is your reaction to the claim that social justice is neither a secular con-
cern nor something secondary to the Gospel but rather something which
flows from the very character of God?

How might God be inviting you personally and us as a church into His con-
cerns for justice?
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