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 connection GROUPS 
These are described by family stage but if you 
are of this age, please join us! 
× EMPTY NESTERS: Game Night at Dan & 
4ÅÒÒÉ 0ÅÁÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÈÏÍÅȢ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ 28

th
. 

Be watching for more details. 

 
devotional RESOURCES 

× PERSONAL DEVOTIONS  A time to be alone 
with God. A time for prayer, reflection, and 
preparation for what lies ahead. No matter 
who you are or where you find yourself in 
your spiritual journey, it is important to be in 
regular touch with God and with others! We 
have some great daily devotional booklets  
available for you available at the devotional 
table (by the office door/window). 

1) The Covenant Home Altar--Written by 

Covenanters, it is based on Scripture and seeks 
to relate biblical truth to everyday experiences.   
2) Our Daily Bread--A handy little 
personal and family devotional booklet! 
3) The Word For You Today--Strength 
and guidance for daily living. 

 
financial UPDATE 

Electronic Giving: www.rfcov.org and click on 
the Electronic Tithing link under Resources.     
Weekly Operational Need:                             $8,645.00 
Sunday 12/25     Offering:                             $8,085.00 
Average of last 4 Sundays:                              $8,958.31 
Facility Expansion Fund 12/25             $730.00 
Facility Expansion Total:                          $43,112.50 
Attendance on 12/24 & 25 was:      150, 168, 51 =369                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

this WEEK 
TODAY 1/1                    
9:30 a.m.                                                   Worship Service  
MONDAY 1/2 
9:00 a.m.                             Ȱ'ÏÏÄ .Å×Óȱ #ÌÕÂ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ 
7:00 p.m.                                 Mann Valley 4H Meeting  
TUESDAY 1/3 
9:15 a.m.             MOPS (-ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÏÆ 0ÒÅ-Schoolers) 
12:00 & 5:30 p.m.                                Weight Watchers 
6:30 pm                                           Praise Team Practice 
WEDNESDAY 1/4 
5:15 p.m.                                                                     Supper 
6:30 p.m.     Awana, Confirmation, Sr. High, Prayer 
Group  
SUNDAY 1/8                 Stewardship Rally Sunday! 
8:15 & 10:45 a.m.                                 Worship Services 
9:30 a.m.              Sunday School for all ages 
12:15 p.m.                                                    Potluck 

 
 

thank YOU 
PRAISE TEAM:        Joann Gillis, Kim Majerus, Dave 
 Schatz, Mark Wespetal, Dean Benoy, Matt Eklund               
VIDEO PROJECTOR:                                  Gabe Nelson                        
SOUND:                                                           Rob Stevens  
NURSERY:                 Nursery is open but not staffed     
JR. CHURCH:                                   No Jr. Church today                    
USHERS:                        Dan Pearson & Terry Traynor 
PRAYER PARTNER:                                 Bob Hoaglund                

  COFFEE FELLOWSHIP:                        Michelle Elliott &  
                                                                              Deb Overbye               
  PRODUCE PICK UP:                         Brian Halling 
                                     
    

    
 
 
 

             First Covenant Church 
Ȱ/Î ÔÈÅ *ÏÕÒÎÅÙȡ 3ÈÁÒÉÎÇ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ 'ÒÏ×ÉÎÇ 4ÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȱ 

January 1, 2012 
9:30 a.m. 

                   
 

          Opening Song                                                                                        Joy to the World! 
 
 
          Welcome & Announcements  
 
             
          Worship Songs                           Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence   

                    Go Tell it on the Mountain 
                                          
 
          Congregational Prayer                                           
               
 
          Offering                        
          Offertory                                                                                          Everyday  
              
                            No Nursery or Jr. Church today. If needed, the nursery room is open 

                                                (not staffed) and the service can be heard from there. 
    
           
          Message                                           The Gift Return(s)                         Brian Majerus 
                    
                                  
          Closing Song                                          Be Thou My Vision 
  
          Benediction 
                  (Prayer Partners for your prayer needs are up front after the services.)  
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Welcome to our morning worship celebration! 
 

good to KNOW 
× FOR CHILDREN/FAMILIES (Ask an usher if you need assistance.) 
         * Infant/toddler nursery  (ages 6 mo.ɀ4 yrs.) 
         * MotherÓȭ room is open during both services for your use. (Down CE hallway) 
         *#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ !ÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ "ÕÌÌÅÔÉÎÓ (ages 4-7) and Jr. Sermon Notes (ages 8-12) are 

available on the wall by the nursery 
× TO OUR GUESTS/VISITORS Please do not feel obligated to give to our offering, 

which is the privilege and responsibility of our church family. As an expression of 
appreciation, please take a FirstCov green reusable tote (at the Guest Center) that 
also has info to get to know us better.  
× WELCOME PADS The black welcome pads are an important tool to help us care 

for our church family, contact visitors, and sign up for Wed. night suppers (during 
the school year). Please write your contact information (address and phone 
number) and pass it down the row.  Cards for prayer requests, comments, and to 
request additional information are inside.   
× RECEIPTS FOR CASH GIFTS You can get a receipt for tax purposes at the end                        

of the year for your cash donations to the ministry of First Covenant Church by 
using the gray envelopes at the Guest Center.  Ask an usher for assistance. 
× PRINTOUTS WITH WORDS to the music at Guest Center or from an usher.  
× PLEASE REMEMBER to turn off your cell phones during our worship service! 

 

 
.  

new yearõs IDEAS 
 

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE  
in 1 Year with 15 minutes a day!  

Try one of these: 
o /ÎÅ 9ÅÁÒ "ÉÂÌÅÓ ɉÉÎ Ȱ"ÉÂÌÅȱ ÏÒÄÅÒɊ 
o Chronological Bibles (in order of  

the events) 

o Bible Reading Plan (Free) 

 
NEED A FAMILY MAKEOVER  
parents, grandparents, or guardians?  

Pick up the book at the back and join us! 
 

o No extra meeting or leaving your homeȣÊÕÓÔ ÃÈÅÃË ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 
FirstCov blog & join the discussion, ask for prayer, etc. 

o In Januaryȟ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÂÅÇÉÎȣÅÁÃÈ ×ÅÅË ×ÅȭÌÌ ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÁÄ ÏÎÅ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ 
or do a family activity from Faith Begins at Home: The Family 

Makeover with Christ at the Center! 

 
 
 
 

church LIFE 
× NEXT SUNDAY (Jan. 8

th
)!!--STEWARDSHIP 

CAMPAIGN KICK-OFF RALLY & POTLUCK  
Come hear more about our next steps, and the 
opportunities for spiritual growth through it. A 
potluck will be held after 2

nd
 service. Your 

attendance is important as we seek to take the 
next steps God has designed for us! 
× WEDNESDAY SUPPER 5:15-6:00 p.m. This 

week: 4ÁÃÏȭÓȢ Cost $2.50 and $1.50 for children 
(max. family=$10.00) Sign up on the welcome 
pad or call the office by Tuesday 

 
        youth MINISTRY 
× CHIC MEETING  Planning on going to CHIC 

2012? CHIC students and at least one parent 
are required to attend a meeting on January 
11

th
 from 5:30 to 6pm. Bring your completed 

registration form with you!   
× BOWLING Middle School is hitting the alleys 

at St. Croix Lanes on January 21. More info to 
come!  

 
women MINISTRIES 

× JAMES: MERCY TRIUMPHS Join this Beth 
Moore Bible study exploring the book of 
James. Commit to come to all of it!  
Wednesdays: Jan. 11

th
 - Mar. 7

th
 //9-11am (9 

weeks) 
× WINTER WARM-UP! Quilting, Scrapbooking, 

Crafting Retreat on January 19, 20, 21 at 
FirstCov. Begins Thursday at 6pm and ends 
on Saturday when the lights go out!  Come 
and go as you need to.  Bring your 
scrapbooking, quilting, knitting, etc. and a 
snack to share. We will be going out for 
meals, but feel  free to bring your own if you 
would ÐÒÅÆÅÒȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÑÕÉÌÔ ÏÒ ÃÒÁÆÔȩ You are 
welcome to come have a cup of coffee/tea 
and just visit!     

 
 

childrenȭÓ -).)3429 
× GOOD NEWS CLUB Mondays // 3:30-5 pm,  

Westside School, Rm. 157.  ?s, contact 
Trudy Jarosek. 
× AWANA This Wed., Jan. 4

th
: Hanging with 

your Leader! 

 

adult SUNDAY SCHOOL 
× WINTER TERM KICKS OFF Sun., Jan. 8th! 

V Joshuaɂ(Rm 306) As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord!  Join us in 
an overview of the book of Joshua to 
explore why he served the Lord with 
such zeal as God fulfilled His promise to 
the Israelites of a land flowing with milk 
and honey. 
V 5 Love Languagesɂ(Rm 301) Everyone 

has a primary way they express and 
ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔ ÌÏÖÅȣÁÎÄ people are drawn to 
those with different love languages. 
Build a stronger relationship that can 
honor God.   
V HOWAPɂ(Sanctuary) Using the 

website thewiredword.com, we will 
ÓÔÕÄÙ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ  ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ ×ÅÅËȭÓ 
current events from a biblical 
perspective.   

 
support the MANCHES. 

× HOPE FOR HANNAH Any donations go to 
support the Manche family.(See her table.) 

o Bracelets (green) for $1 donation.  
o Ribbons to remind you (& others) to 

pray! 

 
  thank YOU 
× THANK YOU to the First Covenant Family 

from all of your church staff for the 
generous gifts we received at Christmas. 
We appreciate the many cards, holiday 
treats, and words of encouragement and 
grace received from everyone. We were 
ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄ ÂÙ ÙÏÕȣÁÎÄ ÈÏÐÅ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÄ Á blessed 
Christmas season! Pastor Todd Ertsgaard, 
Brian Majerus, Leah Gunderson, & Jackie 
Wallace.  



Prayer Requests to Remember This Week! 
 January 1, 2012 

 

¶ That we may live the new year with great faith and in light of the truth that Christ is 
coming again 

¶ &ÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍÉÎÇ ×ÏÒË ÉÎ ÕÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÁÓ ×Å 
enter the Stewardship Campaign 

¶ Missionaries of the Week:  UWRF Campus Ministries 

¶ College Student of the Week: Students attending local Universities/Techs. 

¶ For our shut-ins: Martha VanBeek, Irene Hilden, Marilyn Pierre, Dorothy Owen 

¶ For Healing: Shirley Kreider, Jake Schramm, Julie Place, Hannah Manche, Gene Aune 

¶ For our Elder Board: John Aune, Terry Traynor, & Jerry Hallstrom 

¶ For our church staff: Pastor Todd Ertsgaard, Brian Majerus, Leah Gunderson, & 
 Jackie Wallace  

 
FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY:  Roger Anderson,  Brett  Fugate,  Zach Zellmer, Mike 
Findlay, Aaron Reiss, Melissa Leitl,  Ryan Neel,  and for Steve Kubera, Air Force reservist, 
and Tyler Splittgerber, Army reservist.   
 
MISSIONARIES OF THE WEEK:  For UWRF Campus Ministries:  Jason Hull, Tim Prince, 
Michele Arndt, InterVarsity Christian Fellowship leaders at UWRF, and Charlie Hokanson, 
leader of The Navigators at UWRF. Please continue to pray for them in their ministry to 
students and for their financial support/fund raising efforts.  Also be in prayer for those 
leading Campus Crusade at UWRF. 
 
COLLEGE STUDENTS OF THE WEEK:   Attending UWRF: Heather Aune, daughter of  
John & Marly. Heather is a sophomore majoring in Social Studies Education. Emily 
Klanderman, daughter of Mark & Cheryl.  Emily is a sophomore majoring in Elementary 
Education. Kelsey Ekstrom, daughter of Bryant & Terry; Kelsey is a sophomore with an 
undeclared major at this time. Attending CVTC:  Tyler Splittgerber, son of Steve & Ailene. 
Tyler is in the National Guards and is also taking classes for the law enforcement program. 
Brittani Kruger, daughter of Kent & Char. Brittani is in the nursing program. Sarah Roth  is 
in the 2

nd
 semester of the nursing program. Attending Century College: Lindy Peterson, 

daughter of Ellen Peterson. Lindy received her undergrad degree from UW-RF in Bio-
Med.  She is currently in her 3rd year at Century in the Orthotics and prosthetic practioners 
program.  It is a 4 year program and a year of residency.  !ÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ 3ÔȢ #ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÅȭÓ: James 
Plummer, in his 3rd and final year of the Physical Therapy Doctorate Program. 
  

 
PRESIDENTIAL PRAYER REQUEST: Pray about the home-coming of many U.S. 
troops, for those suffering from PTSD, and our wounded warriors. Pray for the 
president, the national and local government, the judges, the policemen, the business 
leaders and all those who are in leadership positions in this country. Pray that they will 
be protected from the evil that is in the world and keep them safe and free from all 
harm. 
 
 

Brian Majerus                                                                                                                                   January 1, 2012 
 

The Gift Return(s) 
Luke 12:35-48 

 
4ÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÆÔÅÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÉÓ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÏÎÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÇÉÆÔÓȣÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ 'ÉÆÔȟ *ÅÓÕÓ 
Christ, will also return. In the Christmas coming, hÅ ÃÁÍÅ ÁÔ ȰÊÕÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÉÍÅȱ ɉ2ÏÍȢ ΫȡάɊ and 
Ȱ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÈÁÄ ÆÕÌÌÙ ÃÏÍÅȱ ɉ'ÁÌȢ ΪȡΪɊȣÁÎÄ ÈÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÉÍÅ. In Scripture, 
this return was a significant motivation and reminder to faithful living. Today we will consider 
*ÅÓÕÓȭ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÏ× ×Å ÃÁÎ ÌÉÖÅ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÖÉÅ× ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÒÅÔÕÒÎȣÁÎÄ ÌÉÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÙÅÁÒ in faith-
filled ways. 
 
"ÅÉÎÇ Á×ÁÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÔÕÒÎȣ 
 

1) _________________________ ÆÏÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ (vv. 35-48) 
 

See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away 
from the living God. "ÕÔ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÄÁÉÌÙȟ ÁÓ ÌÏÎÇ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ4ÏÄÁÙȟȱ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÎÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÈÁÒÄÅÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÓÉÎȭÓ ÄÅÃÅÉÔÆÕÌÎÅÓÓȢ ɉ(ÅÂȢ ΩȡΧΨ-13) 

 
 
 
 
 

2) __________________________  to be ready and to honor him at his return (vv.39-40) 
 

Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, 
because the days are evil. (Eph. 5:15-16) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3) ___________________________ in faith and against sin (vv.41-48) 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw 
off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Consider him who 
endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose 
heart. In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding 
your blood. (Heb. 12:1-4) 

 
 
 
 

ȣÂÅÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ×ÈÏ ÂÅÇÁÎ Á ÇÏÏÄ ×ÏÒË ÉÎ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÁÒÒÙ ÉÔ ÏÎ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÉÏn until the 
day of Christ Jesus ɍ#ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÒÅÔÕÒÎɎȢ (Phil. 1:6) 

 



 
JOY TO THE WORLD 

 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come; Let earth receive her King. Let ev'ry heart prepare 
him room, And heav'n and nature sing, And heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n and 

heav'n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns; Let men their songs employ; While fields and floods, 
rocks hills and plains, repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat 

the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove. The glories of His 
righteousness, and wonders of His love, and wonders of His love, And wonders, and 

wonders of His love. 
 

Copyright 1979 Music Sales Corp. CCLI#185041 

 
 
GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 
 
Chorus: 'Ïȟ ÔÅÌÌ ÉÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÕÎÔÁÉÎȟ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÌÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÖȭÒÙ ×ÈÅÒÅȢ 'Ïȟ tell it on the 
mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
ΧȢ 7ÈÉÌÅ ÓÈÅÐÈÅÒÄÓ ËÅÐÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ×ÁÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÏȭÅÒ ÓÉÌÅÎÔ ÆÌÏÃËÓ ÂÙ ÎÉÇÈÔȟ ÂÅÈÏÌÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ-out 
the heavens there shone a holy light. (chorus) 
 
2. The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! Above the earth, rang out the angel 
ÃÈÏÒÕÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÉÌÅÄ ÏÕÒ 3ÁÖÉÏÒȭÓ ÂÉÒÔÈȢ ɉÃÈÏÒÕÓɊ 
 
3. Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, and God sent us salvation that 
blessed Christmas morn. (chorus)   

 
GOOD CHRISTIAN, MEN REJOICE 
 

1. Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; Give ye heed to what we say; News! 
News! Jesus Christ is born today! Ox and ass before Him bow, and He is in the manger now. Christ 
was born today! Christ is born today! 
 
2. Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; Now ye hear of endless bliss; Joy! 
*ÏÙȦ *ÅÓÕÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓȢ (Å ÈÁÓ ÏÐÅÎÅÄ ÈÅÁÖÅÎȭÓ ÄÏÏÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎ ÉÓ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÍÏÒÅȢ 
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!  
 
3. Good Christian, men  rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; Now ye need not fear the grave; 
Peace! Peace! Jesus Christ was born to save! Calls you one and calls you all, to gain His everlasting 
hall, Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

EVERYDAY 
 

1. 7ÈÁÔ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ ,ÏÒÄȩ  )ÔȭÓ 9ÏÕ ×ÈÏ ÇÁÖÅ ÍÅ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎ ÊÕÓÔ ÈÏ× ÍÕÃÈ 9ÏÕ ÍÅÁÎ ÔÏ ÍÅ 
now.  That You have saved me Lord, I give all that I am to You - that everyday I can be a light that 

shines Your name. 
2.  %ÖÅÒÙÄÁÙ ,ÏÒÄȟ )ȭÌÌ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÕÐÏÎ 9ÏÕÒ 7ÏÒÄ ÁÎÄ ) ÐÒÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ )ȟ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÍÉÇÈÔ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× 
You More that You would guide me in every single step I take that everyday I can be a light unto 

the world. 
Chorus:  %ÖÅÒÙÄÁÙȟ ÉÔȭÓ 9ÏÕ )ȭÌÌ ÌÉÖÅ ÆÏÒȢ  %ÖÅÒÙÄÁÙȟ )ȭÌÌ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÁÆÔÅÒ 9ÏÕȢ %ÖÅÒÙÄÁÙȟ )ȭÌÌ ×ÁÌË ×ÉÔÈ 9ÏÕ 

my Lord. 
Bridge:  )ÔȭÓ 9ÏÕ ) ÌÉÖÅ ÆÏÒȟ ÅÖÅÒÙÄÁÙ Ȣ  ΩØ 

 
 
 
BE THOU MY VISION 
 
 Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart - Naught be all else to me save that Thou art; Thou my 
best thought by day or by night, waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 2x 
 
Be Thou my wisdom,  Thou my true word, I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;  Thou my 
great Father and I Thy true son- Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 
 
Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise, Thou mine inheritance now and always.  Thou and 
Thou only,  first in my heart, High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 
 
High King of heaven, when victory won,  May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heav'ns Son!  Heart of 
my own heart, whatever befall, Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. Still be my Vision, O ruler of all. 

 


